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ABSTRACT
\ INTRODUCTION
METHODOLOGY
{what you did/used)
central
report
section
RESULTS
(what you found/saw)

DISCUSSION/
CONCLUSION

Fig. 1. The shape of a research article or thesis.
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Starting the “Creative Outline”

Your SBDSF would likely want to know the
following:

* What’s the general question or problem being
studied?

* Why is this question or problem important?

* How is this question/problem connected to other
work in the field? | - )«

* What is the specific approacl', vou’re Uﬁing to
study the question/problem?

« What will vou araque (What is the “high concept”)?

(The beginnings of an Introduction section)
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| ri;c; an Introduction That Ends the Suspense

Orientation—(First sentence) Start with orienting the reader—What is the
general subject that you're talking about (e.g., geothermal energy)?
emember, short and sweet!

Statement of the Problem/Issue/Context—1-X paraggaphs (depending

on length)—What question or problem confronts you? Provide a context for
what you say in your paper. This part might typically include a description of
the problem, or a literature review to convey the state of science in relation
to the question/problem—for example, developing enhanced geothermal
energy systems.

Statement of what you’'re focusing on in your paper, how you'll
roceed (agenda), and the High Concept—one paragraph—In the
eginning of the last introductory garar%raph, present your agenda in the

e

paper (what you will talk about an aps how you will talk about it ) and
state your ﬁaper’s high concept. (What is your solution, or your contribution
to existing knowledge?)

In your introduction, tell your whole story in a broad, simple way.
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Now You’re on a Roll! Your SBDSF is getting
interested.

* What materials/methods am | using, and how
would | use them?

* How long would | do X (a certain experimental
action or process)?

* How many times do | do X to obtain a result?

* How would | repeat this experiment (or go
about constructing this model)?

(The beginnings of a Materials/Methods section)
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What was the experiment or simulation
performed?

* What were the critical conditions?
* What were the critical controls?

* How did the experiment or simulation turn out—
give details! (This one might require a few more
sentences.)

(The beginnings of a Results section)
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Na conclusio o aluno fara de forma concisa uma referéncia ao
problema examinado e resolvido. A conclusdo propriamente dita te-
ria 0 seguinte formato: “o problema descrito na se¢do x foi resolvido
como demonstrado nas sessoes y a z, em que foi desenvolvido um

algoritmo/método/abordagem etc. para tratar as situagoes mencio-
nadas” (Chinneck, 1988).
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